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SUB J : RHODESIA: THRUST OF RICHARD'S MISSION 

1 . FOLLOWING DEBRIEFING ON IVOR RICHARD'S TALK WITH 
PRESIDENT KHAMA (GABORONE SEPTEL) I ASKED RICHARD AGAIN 
WHETHER HE HAD DISCUSSED WITH IAN SMITH THE MATTER OF 
GETTING AFRICAN ASSURANCES ON CESSATION OF GUERRILLA WAR- 
FARE. HE SAID HE HAD NOT ALTHOUGH AT ONE POINT HE HAD 
ASKED WHETHER ACCEPTING A BRITISH RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 
WOULD NOT BE WORTHWHILE IF IT PRODUCED AN END TO THE WAR. 

IT WAS THIS QUESTION APPARENTLY WHICH PRODUCED SMITH'S RETORT 
THAT THE RHODESIAN'S WOULD RATHER FIGHT ON THAN ACCEPT A 
BRITISH COMMISSIONER, A REMARK RICHARD DOES NOT BELIEVE 
AND WHICH HE THINKS SIMPLY REFLECTS SMITH'S DISBELIEF THAT 
GUERRILLA WAR WOULD REALLY END. 

2. RICHARD ADMITTED THAT HIS EMPHASIS ON ENDING THE WAR 
WAS A RELATIVELY NEW ELEMENT IN HIS TALKS. ALTHOUGH 
PART OF THE ORIGINAL FIVE POINTS, IT HAD BEEN TAKEN MORE OR 
LESS FOR GRANTED AT GENEVA. IN HIS TALKS WITH KAUNDA IT HAD 
BEEN MORE OR LESS ASSUMED THAT GUERRILLA WARFARE WOULD 
STOP ONCE AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT WAS SET UP. 
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3. NOTING THAT A DOZEN OR SO REPORTERS WERE WAITING FOR 
A PRESS CONFERENCE WITH RICHARD. I ASKED WHETHER HE WAS 
PURSUING A PARTICULAR MEDIA OBJECTIVE, BY ARRANGING SUCH 
FREQUENT CONFERENCES WITH THE PRESS OR SIMPLY TRYING TO 
SATISFY THEIR PRESSURES TO SEE HIM. HE ANSWERED THAT HE 
WAS TRYING TO PROJECT THE IDEA THAT SOME POSITIVE STATEMENTS 
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ABOUT ENDING GUERRILLA WARFARE COULD HELP THE SITUATION, 

THE SAME IDEA THAT HE WAS PURSUING IN HIS TALKS NOW. 

4. IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASSESS YET WHETHER THE POINT 5 ISSUE 
OF CEASING GUERRILLA WARFARE IS A REAL ONE THAT CAN KEEP 
THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS GOING AND WIN VORSTER OVER OR WHETHER 
IT IS GRASPING AT STRAWS. AS FAR AS THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
IS CONCERNED IT MAY BE THE LATTER. AS A CONTINUING ISSUE, 
HOWEVER, IT MAY BE OF SOME IMPORTANCE BECAUSE, LIKE SOMETHING 
NYERERE SAID EARLIER IN THE YEAR, WARFARE CAN 
CONTINUE BUT SETTLEMENT WILL REQUIRE TALKS AT SOME STAGE. 

SMITH MAY NOT BE INTERESTED AT THIS TIME BUT OTHER WHITE 
RHODESIANS MAY BECOME MORE AND MORE INTERESTED AS THE WAR 
GRINDS ON. 

DE PRF.F. 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, INTERIM GOVERNMENT, PARAMILITARY FORCES, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, NEGOTIATIONS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MAPUT000017 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P840083-0047 
Format: TEL 
From: MAPUTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 75/aaaacnwx. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: dd72b8dc-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3652972 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RHODESIA: THRUST OF RICHARDYS MISSION 
TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, RH, (KHAMA, SERETSE M), (RICHARD, IVOR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dd72b8dc-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



